Strokes that speak

twasn't until recently that

Leena Swamy began call

ing herself an *artist, She
has always leaned towands
drawing and painting, since
her school and college years.
Arwork too her visually ap-
pealing presentations were
quite a hit. But it ended there
and she never had the desire
m become anartist, nor did
she think she wouldeverbe
one. It happened much later,
rather organically, during her
self-imposed sabbatical from
work, after the birth of her

E
‘Kaleidostrokes'is an art
portal that started in 2013
and serves to showease
her aroworks. Leena says,
“Kaleidostrokes actually
started off on a whim. Thad
all these art pieces lying
around and one day I decided
w create a Facebook pageto
share them. I named it ‘Kalei-
dostrokes’ to capture my
‘artistic state’ at that time -
when I'was still finding my
ground, trying out different
art forms and media. Slowly
the page gained more follow-
ers, I started getting orders
for custom work and that's
what prompted me to focus
on‘Kaleidostrokes’as a
venture entirely”
‘Kaleidostrokes' offers her
artwork for sale —celebrity
caricatures, custom personal
caricatures, omate illustra-
tions and customised bottle
art, “During the sabbatical, I
started exploring my other-
wise dormant interests and
over time realised that T want-
ed o take my art more seri-
ously. So at home, Istarted
drawing and sketching every
day. It was by sheer accident
that [stumbled upon a few
caricature artists on Face-
boolk, and I have beenhooked

to the art form from that
time, Since then, [have been
practicing and experimenting
with caricarures, Omate illus-
trations are nothing more
than refined doodles that Lin-
corporate into caricarures
and typography. Borde art
was something that Ihad
been doing off and on for
quite sometime and graphic
design is an extension of my
artistic expression,” she says.
Caricature, to Leena, is an
attempt by an artist to cap-
ture the ‘essence’ of a person.
For her, the person whom she
is caricaruring is always the
inspiration. She is also in-
spired by other mlented
artists in terms of style, tech-
nique and presentation. A lot
of imes, events happening
around the world also help
her conceive an idea for an
artwork. She says thatit
is quite difficult to
choose a favourite from
her creations. But cari-
catures of ‘The Beatles
and ‘Marilyn Monroe’
arespecial to her. “There
areso many great carica-
ture artists and illustra-

tion a fewwho are particu-
larly special to me are Mac
Garcia, Mario Miranda,
‘Walter Toscano, Jota Leal,
Anthony Geoffrey, Kerby
Rosanes, Denis Zilber, Al

for artists @ share their art.”
Leena reminisces about an
interesting incident with her
grandmother. “When grow-
ing up, never did L or those
around meever imagine that
I would become an artist.
Onlymy grandmother be-
lieved so. She had mld me on
a few occasions that Twould
one day display my artwork at
exhibitions. I had laughed
and brushed that comment
away then! But now, when I
reflect on what I do and how
it came to be, Lalways think of
herand her prophetic words.
I am sure she is smugly smil-
ing down at me from heav-
enl”she sums up.
Preethi Ravi

Hirschfield, Thierry
Coquelet, Efrain Malo
and Xi Ding,” says adds.
She feels thar there
arealot of avenues todo §
caricatures in India.
“Live caricaturing at
events, celebrity and po-
litical caricamires for
newspapers and maga-
zines, custom personal
caricatures for individu-
als, working at street mar-
kets, exhibitions and pop
art events all provide a
platform for exhibiting
caricature art. The inter-
net and social media are
also veryvibrant platforms



